
Clinical Social Workers 

License 
Type 

Degree Education Experience Examination 

CSW 

Masters 
Degree in 

Social 
Work 

The applicant 
must have earned 
a master's degree 
in Social Work 
from a program 
accredited by the 
Council on Social 
Work Education in 
which candidacy, 
conditional or 
accreditation 
status was in 
effect when the 
degree was 
awarded. 

The applicant with a master's degree must have completed three years' full-time 
supervised experience in the practice of social work following granting of the 
master's degree. Of the three years of supervised experience, only the first two 
must be under direction. 
1. The applicant must present evidence of having practiced clinical social work for 
a minimum of 3000 hours post social work master's degree supervised experience 
acquired over a period of no less than 36 months or more than 108 months, the 
first 2000 hours of experience must be under supervision and direction in the 
practice of clinical social work. Applicant must submit documentation of having 
acquired 120 hours of supervision during this time, no more than 50% of which 
may be group supervision and at least 50% must be provided by a licensed clinical 
social worker who meets requirements to be a duly qualified supervisor. 
2. Both supervisors and supervisees are required to maintain a contemporaneous 
record of the date, duration, type (individual, paired, or group), and a brief 
summary of the pertinent activity for each supervision session to be submitted to 
the Board upon request. If there are any discrepancies in hours, 
contemporaneous documentation of supervision will be requested. 

  

CSW 

Masters 
Degree in 

Social 
Work and 
a Doctoral 

Degree 

The applicant 
must have earned 
a master's degree 
in Social Work 
from a program 
accredited by the 
Council on Social 
Work Education in 
which candidacy, 
conditional or 
accreditation 
status was in 
effect when the 
degree was 
awarded. 

An applicant who holds a master's degree in social work and holds a doctoral 
degree in Professional Counseling; Social Work; Marriage and Family Therapy; 
Medicine; Psychiatric Nursing; Applied Psychology; Pastoral Counseling; or 
Applied Child and Family Development and whose degree program included a 
supervised clinical internship may substitute this for one year of experience. 
1. An individual who holds a master's degree in Social Work from a program 
accredited by the Council on Social Work Education and holds a doctoral degree 
in Professional Counseling; Social Work; Marriage and Family Therapy; Medicine, 
Psychiatric Nursing; Applied Psychology; Pastoral Counseling; or Applied Child and 
Family Development must also present evidence of two years full time supervised 
post master's degree experience (defined as 2000 hours) under direction in the 
practice of Clinical Social Work obtained in no less than 24 months or no more 
than 72 months. Such applicant must also submit evidence of 80 hours of 
supervision provided by a duly qualified supervisor, 50% of which may be group 
supervision. Fifty percent of the supervision must be provided by a licensed 
Clinical Social Worker. 
2. Both supervisors and supervisees are required to maintain a contemporaneous 
record of the date, duration, type (individual, paired, or group), and a brief 
summary of the 
pertinent activity for each supervision session to be submitted to the Board upon 
request. 
If there are any discrepancies in hours, contemporaneous documentation of 
supervision will be requested. 

After having completed the above experience 
requirements the applicant must submit an application to 
the board for licensure and upon approval the applicant 
must take the first scheduled examination for which 
he/she qualifies, unless good cause is shown for 
postponement, in which case the applicant shall take the 
next scheduled examination. [Upon receipt of notification 
that the applicant has passed the Clinical Social Work 
licensing examination, the Board will issue a Clinical Social 
Work license.] If the applicant fails the examination, the 
Board shall require that the applicant's work remain 
supervised until the applicant has taken and passed the 
examination. The exam must be taken at the next 
scheduled exam date unless good cause is shown for 
postponement. The exam may be taken a total of three 
times. An applicant who fails the examination three times, 
applicant shall not engage in the private practice of 
counseling or psychotherapy in the State of Georgia until 
such time as he/she has taken and passed the 
examination, absent a statutory exemption. 

 


